
Located in Rockbank just 29 km west of 
Melbourne, Woodlea Estate is a new, state-
of-the-art community designed for easy 
living. One of the most significant design 
elements of the estate is the method by which 
residents can move around their community; 
accessing public transport, wide open spaces, 
green pedestrian linkages, local shops and 
services with as much ease as possible.

With stage after stage of residential dwellings being masterfully 
constructed by a host of leading builders including Simmonds, 
Carlisle Homes, Porter Davis and Eight Homes, a key component of 
the vision for Woodlea is to  develop and deliver premium sporting 
facilities to be enjoyed by it’s growing community. Upon completion, 
Woodlea Estate will be home to cricket and Australian Rules Football 
(AFL) ovals, soccer fields, netball and tennis courts. Tasked with the 
construction of 2 cricket nets and 10 tennis courts by June 2017, 
the team at leading landscaping firm Landscape Solutions first set 
their minds to tackling the construction of Woodlea’s tennis mecca.

Daniel Cogley, Project Manager at Landscape Solutions explains 
that “normally, when pouring slabs for tennis courts, we would 
use a key joint style system for load transfer and crack control. 
These keyed profile systems normally take the crew a bit of time 
to set up and get right before we can pour. We’d always thought 
it was the only option we’d had, until Woodlea”. Establishing a 
strong working partnership between Landscape Solutions and 
ramsetreid was paramount to the success of the project. In a 
collaborative effort, both parties arrived at a solution that would 
address 3 critical factors: improves the construction timeframe, 
(2) provides structural integrity of the slabs and equally important, 
(3) enhances the visual appearance of the finished product.    

 “When I first spoke to Jim Kovos at ramsetreid about an alternative 
solution to key joint for the tennis courts, I wasn’t really aware of 
PD3 Plate Dowel cradles, but after reading through the technical 
data sheets, I soon realised that this would be a great time saving 
solution for us - a real game changer”. Designed for load transfer 
in high-end, industrial slab-on-ground facilities, the PD3 is a 
patented, tapered Plate Dowel Cradle that is easy to set up and 
has superior slabs deflection capabilities which results in a flatter 
finished surface. So, why not use them on a tennis court?

Utilising an off-the-shelf PD3 for 125mm thick slabs sourced via 
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Lee Supplies, Landscape Solutions were now able to pour 
4 side-by-side courts at once. With each court effectively 
split into halves at the net and between the doubles lines 
with expansion joints, the contraction (or saw cut) joints 
comprising of PD3 cradles were used with great effect along 
the centre service line and at the perpendicular service lines 
of each “half-court”. With the PD3 a proven match winner, 
Landscape Solutions then installed the 2nd of 4 Danley 
solutions used at Woodlea - the Danley Dowelsert™.

With a need to provide for thermal expansion of up to 
10mm, Dowelserts used with round dowels were a great 
solution for the required expansion joints, because not 
only do they provide allowance for thermal expansion, but 
Dowelserts are quick and easy to install onto the formwork 
– be it timber or metal. They keep the dowels perfectly 
aligned, reducing the risk of restraint and cracking, plus the 
formwork strips away without any problems. With both the 
slab finish quality and flatness of utmost importance on the 
10 tennis courts and the 2 cricket nets, Daniel adds that

“not only did these new products help 
us improve our set up and concrete 
pour times at Woodlea, the finish we’ve 
achieved has been outstanding”.

With construction already completed on over 30% of the 
planned residential stages, Woodlea Estate is growing fast! In 
partnership with Best Bar Reinforcements - one of Australia’s 
leading steel reinforcement bar, mesh and accessories 
suppliers, ramsetreid has supplied tens of thousands of 
the Danley PodRail™ and PodStar™ into the residential 
foam pod floor slabs specified at the Woodlea Estate. 

The innovative and patented Danley PodRail provides 
the support for reinforcing mesh that cannot be matched 
by any other type of spacer. Fast and easy to install, the 
engagement spike pierces the pod first time, and the wide 
base design distributes loads which prevents compression 
of the foam pod. The PodRail provides 40 mm of cover 
and requiring just 2 PodRails per pod, it is the perfect 
alternative to using a multitude of 25/40mm traditional 
bar chairs. The PodRail provides a number of benefits 
and advantage to contractors, builders and surveyors 
alike. Most importantly, the Danley PodRail and PodStar 
comply with the requirements of AS/NZS 2425:2015.

Whether it’s the spacing of foam pods, supporting mesh in 
a foam pod floor, or providing load transfer and deflection 
control at construction and contraction joints on a tennis 
court, the Danley Grand Slam of residential slab-on-
grade solutions are the top-seed at Woodlea Estate…
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